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The mission of the Texas Wounded Warrior Foundation is
to raise awareness, to honor, and to empower our wounded
United States Military Warriors who live in Texas and
surrounding states, enabling them to assimilate back to daily
life upon their return from military service.

Our focus is to support programs, such as the Veteran
Golfers Association and PGA Hope, that benefit our nation’s
wounded warriors. We support our Warriors by hosting

golf events, such as tournaments and golf schools, weekend
retreats, and other family events.

The Texas Wounded Warrior Foundation assists wounded
warriors and ensures that they and their families receive private
sector support to hclp with their immediate needs. We also
work closcly with other agencies to providc needed services
such as accessibility modifications to housing, transportation
to and from medical appointments, and other needs.

More information is available at www.txwoundedwarrior.org
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It is with unwavering commitment that I have
accepted theresponsibility of serving as Chairman of
the Texas Wounded Warrior Foundation. Stepping
into this role, I am reminded of the sacrifices made
by the men and women we serve - individuals who
have worn our nation's uniform with honor, and
who many now face challenges that continue long
after coming home from the battlefield.

Our mission to support wounded warriors is not
just a noble endeavor, it is a sacred duty. Every
service member who returns home with visible or
invisible wounds deserves our strongest support,
our clearest voice, and our most determined action
for both them and their families. I am proud to lead
an organization that demonstrates those values in
action through various events held throughout the
year and our immediate needs program.

As we look ahead, our work is far from done. The
needs of our veteran families are evolving, and we
must too. We will strengthen existing partnerships
and build new ones. With your support, we will
enhance our programs that enable these heroes to
reclaim their independence and dignity.

I want to express my heartfelt appreciation to the
outgoing Chairman, Dick Goetz, and his wife, Gail
Goetz, for their leadership and tireless dedication
over the past 17 years. They leave behind a legacy
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of compassion and
patriotism, one I am
committed to honoring

and building upon.
The Texas Wounded

Warrior Foundation
will continue to be
a source of hope,
resilience, and strength.
Iinviteyoutostand with
me as we move forward
united in purpose and
determined to ensure

that no veteran or family member is ever left behind.

With respect and gratitude,

Ray Griffiss
US Army Veteran
Chairman - Texas Wounded Warrior Foundation




TYLER PRO-AM WEEKEND

Oak Hurst Golf Course, Eagle’s Bluff Country
Club, & Cascades Country Club
September 28 - 30,2024

WARRIOR FALL FAMILY RETREAT
New Braunfels, TX
November 1 - 3,2024

WOUNDED WARRIOR GOLF TOURNAMENT
Escondido Golf & Lake Club
November 4, 2024

EVENING HONORING THOSE WHO SERVE
The Clubs of Stonebridge Ranch
November 10, 2024

SALUTE TO VETERANS GOLF TOURNAMENT
Gentle Creek Country Club
November 11, 2024

TEXAS WOUNDED WARRIOR PRESENTS
“A VERY MERRY CHRISTMAS"
Grapcvinc, X
December 17, 2024

1ST ANNUAL: WARRIOR - CHILD WEEKEND
Dallas - Fort Worth, TX
March 15 - 17, 2025

AVID GOLFER - TEXAS GOLF EXPO
Plano, TX
March 21 - 23, 2025

WARRIOR SPRING FAMILY RETREAT
New Braunfels, TX
April 25 - 27,2025

PING FITTING & TOUR EXPERIENCE
Phoenix, AZ
May 5 - 6, 2025
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PGA OF AMERICA / 2ND SWING
FITTING EXPERIENCE
Fields Ranch - Frisco, TX
May 14 - 15,2025

SAN ANTONIO WARRIOR GOLF SCHOOL
TPC San Antonio
1\/121}? 19 - 20,2025

DALLAS - FORT WORTH
WARRIOR GOLF SCHOOL
‘The Clubs of Stonebridge Ranch
June 2 - 3,2025

AMARILLO PRO-AM WOUNDED
WARRIOR WEEKEND

Tascosa Golf Club, Ross Rogers Golf Course
July 26 - 28,2025
THE CLUBS OF STONEBRIDGE RANCH:
CHARITY CLASSIC
The Clubs of Stonebridge Ranch
September 11 - 12,2025

TYLER PRO-AM WEEKEND
Eagle’s Bluff Country Club
& Cascades Country Club

October 4 - 6,2025

WOUNDED WARRIOR GOLF TOURNAMENT
Escondido Golf & Lake Club
November 3, 2025

WARRIOR FALL FAMILY RETREAT
Glen Rose, TX
November 7 - 9, 2025

SALUTE TO VETERANS GOLF TOURNAMENT
Gentle Creek Country Club
November 10, 2025

TEXAS WOUNDED WARRIOR FOUNDATION

Our Story

Giving back to those who have served all
of us so honorably and courageously

The Texas Wounded Warrior Foundation began in
2007 in Tyler shortly after retired Senior PGA Tour
profcssional Dick Goetz met PGA profcssional Ron
Nash of Dallas, a retired Navy Lt. Commander, at a
golf tournament in Dallas.

Goetz had recently spent some time on the driving
range with seriously injured wounded warriors at
Camp LeJeune, N.C., helping them with their golf

swings and b[i.Si.C fundamcntals (}f thﬁ game.

Goetz and Nash discussed the idea of bringing some
wounded warriors to Tyler for a Pro-Am. They co-
founded the birth of the Texas Wounded Warrior

Foundation.

The inaugural event in 2008 was a one-day Pro-Am
with seven wounded warriors from Brooke Army
Medical Center in San Antonio participating. The
following year, a two-day event for 17 wounded
warriors included a party the first night and a Pro-Am
the next day.

Over the past seventeen years, we have expanded our

golf events throughout the state of Texas to include

Amarillo, Dallas, Ft. Worth, Horseshoe Bay and Tyler.
Each of these Pro-Am events include 25-40 injured
warriors and we have added special activities for the
spouses of the warriors at several events.

The Texas Wounded Warrior Foundation hosts
two retreats with a spiritual emphasis in March and
November bcncﬁting 25 warriors and their families.
Several professional golfers, including Bobby Nichols,
Mark Brooks, Charles Coody, Homero Blancas, and
the late Bruce Lietzke have donated their time helping
warriors on the day of the Pro-Am.

Medical experts and military leaders say that letting
these men and women vent their frustrations on the
golf course hclps some of them forgt:t their injuries
for a time and create determination they need for
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rehabilitation.

Many retired generals (including Maj. Gen. Dave
Garza, USMC; Maj. Gen. Paul Landers, USAF; Brig.
Gen. Jack Ihle, USAF; Maj. Gen. Bob Dickerson,
USMC; Maj. Gen. Bob Dulaney, USAF; Maj. Gen.
Greg Champion, US Army; Adm. Mark Ferguson,
US Navy; Brig. Gen. Bill Welch, USAF; General Paul
Funk, US Army) and other high-ranking military
officers have attended the festivities and played in the
Pro-Am events. Musicians and comedians from around
the country volunteer their time. In 2012, country and
western singer Randy Travis entertained the warriors.

While in Tyler, warriors visit schools, where they are
given a rousing patriotic welcome by hundreds of
students waving American flags. “That greeting meant
so much,” said one warrior after the event. “I had
trouble maintaining my composure.”

Businesses from the golfing industry have provided
excellent sponsorship support over the years that the
Pro-Am events have been held. Over $8,000,000 has
been raised to help wounded warriors since the first

Pro-Am was held. More than 1000 wounded warriors

and their families have received assistance.

The Texas Wounded Warrior Foundation focuses on
providing help to wounded warriors who live in Texas.

“I'm often asked wh}r our organization is necessary
since our government is supposed to take care of its
wounded military,” said Goetz. “Our mission is to
hclp providc assistance when veterans benefits are
slow in getting started or do not meet the full scope
of basic needs for warriors and their families.” “And
in addition, the healing process that takes place at our
events between warriors who communicate during the
weekend is one of the most rcwarding things we see.”

The Texas Wounded Warrior Foundation is a 501(c)(3)

organization.
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2024-25 HIGHLIGHTS

The Texas Wounded Warrior Foundation donations continue to provide opportunities for us to recognize Wounded
Warriors and their families. We have been able to ﬁnancial]y support a number of Wounded Warriors. We maintain our
objectives and mission —*“it’s all about the warriors.” That approach keeps everything we do in perspective and has helped
us realize steady growth; increase our knowledge and awareness; and promote ideas that are most effective and beneficial
for the warriors.

Highlights of funds expended for the Wounded Warriors:

VETERAN OWNED & OPERATED

HussaIN FAYAD
469.497.7233

PATRIOTROOFINGANDSTAINING@GMAIL.COM

SERVING THE DALLAS METROPLEX
AND SURROUNDING AREAS

needs - $§47,223
2025 Warrior Play Days - $2,862
2025, March 15-17 Warrior-Child Weekend - $33,000

2025 Veteran Golfers Association (VGA) Season
Sponsorship and Warrior Support - $17,450

2025, Texas State Technical College (TSTC) Veteran
Scholarships - $27,000

2025, April 25-27 Warrior and Family Retreat at T BAR M,
New Braunfels, TX - $25,000

2025, May 5-6 Warrior Club Fitting and Tour PING -
Phoenix, Arizona - $10,000

2025, May 14-15 PGA of America Warrior Fitting
Experience - $13,070

2025, May 19-20 Warrior Golf School TPC San Antonio -
$3,000

2025, June 2-3 Warrior Golf School —The Clubs of
Stonebridge Ranch-Hills Course, McKinney, TX -$3,000

2025, Jan. 31 VGA Golf Event at TPC San Antonio - $5,000
2024, February 6 Purple Heart Homes - $1,000

2024, February 15 VGA Golf Event at The Sports Club Los
Colinas - $6,000

2024, February 22 Texas State Technical College
Scholarships - $21,000

2024, March 4 VGA Golf Event at Houston Memorial Park
Golf Course - $5,000

2024, April 2 VGA Golf Event at Austin Omni at Barton
Creek - $5,000

2024, April 19-21 Hill Country Family Weekend Spring
Retreat for Warriors — T' BAR M at New Braunfels - $25,000

2024, April 21 Texas Bible Foundation Golf Event - $12,000

* 2025 Financial support for individual Warrior's personal * 2024, April 29 UT Tyler Veteran scholarships - $25,000

2024, May 1 PING club fitting trip for Wounded Warriors —
Phoenix, Arizona - $10,000

2024, May 6 Texas Wounded Warrior Pro-Am at Fort
Worth, Texas - Mira Vista Country Club - $35,000

2024, May 6 Texas Christian University Veteran Scholarships
- Ft. Worth, Texas - $25,000

2024, June 18 NTPGA HOPE Cup — Dallas, TX - $30,000

2024, Alpha Raiders - 1st Battalion, 4th Marines, 1st Marine
Division - 20-Year Reunion - $3,000

2024, July 1 Texas Wounded Warrior Pro-Am at Amarillo,
Texas — %ascosa Golf Club - $100,000

2024, July 5 VGA Golf Championship at Tyler Cascades
Golf Club - $6,000

2024, Sept. 28-30 Texas Wounded Warrior Pro-Am at Tyler,
Texas — Cascades Golf Club — $50,000

2024, Oct 5 Rose City AirFest Support — Tyler Pounds Field
- $15,000

2024, Nov. 1-3 Hill Country Family Weekend Fall Retreat
for Warriors — T BAR M at New Braunfels - $25,000

2024, Nov. 4 Texas Wounded Warrior Pro-Am at Horseshoe
Bay, Texas - Escondido Golf Club - $40,000

2024, Nov. 11 Gentle Creek Salutes the Veterans — Prosper,
Texas — Gentle Creek Country Club - $35,000

2024 Support of PGA HOPE (Helping Our Patriots
Everywhere) — Ft. Hood, TX - $30,000

2024 Golf sponsorships for Wounded Warrior additional
events - $8,000

2024, December —Merry Christmas for the Warriors families
- $4,200

2024 Financial support for individual Warrior’s personal
needs - $56,282

TeExaNS NEVER LET THE SUN SET ON FREEDOM ﬁ




Gift Shop ~ Lodging ~ RV Sites

THANK YOU VETERANS!

We proudly support the Texas Wounded Warrior Foundation

2025 Envista

S
6.7800 | | HallHasItAII.com
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“Hey Ron & board members of the Texas Wounded Warrior
Foundation - This email is a bit late because it's been hard
to find the words to put how grateful I am for your help a
few months ago. Simply put, it saved me in more ways than
one. I'm a fighter. I've been a fighter my whole life. But my
mental health put me in a place where I could hardly take
care of myself, let alone, pay my bills. I've never asked for
help from an organization, but life had pushed me to the
point and I'm glad I was able to swallow my pride and reach
out. Your help gave me a chance to breathe, to recalibrate,
and to find solutions moving forward. It truly was a godsend!
Since then, I've received TDIU (100% disability pay) and
have been able to pay off debt, keep up on bills, seck the
help I need for mental health, and even started gardening
which brings me a lot of joy. I honestly don't know if T would
have made it without your donation because the stress and
teelings of hopelessness were so thick. You made a big
impact on my life and I could never say thank you enough.
But to say thank you, I will continue paying it forward in
any way I am able to. God bless you all as you keep making

profound impacts on veterans' lives.”

- TXWWE WOUNDED WARRIOR THAT WENT THROUGH OUR

WARRIOR SUPPORT & IMMEDIATE NEEDS PROGRAM

“T got in contact with the leasing office and they just received
the check for the months of October and November. [ cannot
thank you and the board enough for helping me. I was told in
April that I had 90 days to get out and had no back up plan,
since 1 was medically separated out the military. I haven't
received my VA check as quick as I thought and I work full
time but do not earn nearly much as I did in the Army. I
have been living paycheck to paycheck for a while, and this
has helped me attain some wiggle room and be able to catch
up on everything for my two daughters and 1. Thank you so

much.”

TXWWF WOUNDED WARRIOR THAT WENT THROUGH OUR
WARRIOR SUPPORT & IMMEDIATE NEEDS PROGRAM

“I am writing to express my deepest gratitude for your
incredible support in covering my monthly mortgage
payment. Your generosity has lifted a tremendous burden
from my shoulders and provided me with peace of mind
during a challenging time. As a veteran, I am truly touched
by your commitment to helping those who have served.
Your assistance reminds me that there are kind and caring
organizations like yours making a real difference in our
lives. Your work is a powerful testament to the strength and
compassion of our community. Thank you from the bottom
of my heart for your selflessness and dedication. I am forever
grateful for your support and will carry this act of kindness
with me always. Please extend my appreciation to everyone

at Wounded Warriors who made this possible.”

- TXWWEF WOUNDED WARRIOR THAT WENT
THROUGH OUR WARRIOR SUPPORT & IMMEDIATE NEEDS
PROGRAM

"I am writing to sincerely thank the Texas Wounded Warrior
Foundation for the extraordinary support and generosity you
have extended. Your assistance has made a profound difference
in my family's life, providing comfort, stability, and hope during
challenging times. The impact of your efforts is deeply felt and
genuinely appreciated by all of us.

I would like to especially commend Commander Ron Nash
for his outstanding personal commitment and leadership.
His compassionate approach, attentiveness, and dedication
to our well-being have touched our lives in a very meaningful
way. Commander Nash's efforts go beyond mere advocacy;
they demonstrate a heartfelt desire to make a real and lasting
difference in the lives of service members and their families.
Please accept our deepest gratitude for your ongoing support and
for the personal efforts of Commander Nash. Your foundation's
work not only honors our veterans, but also enriches the lives of

their families. We are truly grateful for all that you do."

FAMILY THAT WAS ASSISTED THROUGH OUR IMMEDIATE NEEDS

PROGRAM.

“Thank you again for TXWWTF hosting the couple’s
clinic this week. My husband has had a horribly hard
year-physically because of pain and emotionally because
he couldn't golf. His mood has improved 100,000; he’s
laughing more and he's already scheduling golf outings.
Jack’s & Dick’s advice to me has me feeling much more
confident in my golf skills. Please pass on my sincere

appreciation to everyone.

- TXWWF WOUNDED WARRIOR SPOUSE THAT ATTENDED
OUR GOLE SCHOOL

“T would like to thank the foundation for their support. Texas
Wounded Warriors have been a blessing for our family. During
this difficult time, it has been very hard to keep food on the table
and pay bills all at the same time. Texas Wounded Warriors came
through at the right time which helped us keep our home and
lights on. Thank you so much Mr. Nash for your understanding
and prompt response. We will forever be grateful.”

TXWWE WOUNDED WARRIOR THAT WENT THROUGH

OUR WARRIOR SUPPORT & IMMEDIATE NEEDS PROGRAM

“Thank you for the pictures and an amazing weekend. we had
a fantastic time and enjoyed all the activities and fellowship
with new friends. We appreciate everything you and your
organization has done for us and all the veterans over the years.
If you ever need anything in the future please let us know. We
are more than happy to help/assist in any way we can.”

TXWWF WOUNDED WARRIOR THAT ATTENDED
OUR WEEKEND FAMILY RETREAT

TEXAS WOUNDED WARRIOR FOUNDATION
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“Ray - Thank you and Texas Wounded Warrior Foundation, tor
an unforgettable weekend of golf, fellowship, and unparalleled
hospitality. The dedication and support you show to our nation’s
heroes, including providing opportunities like this for us to come
together and enjoy the game we love, means more than words
can express. Your commitment to creating an environment where

camaraderie, healing, and enjoyment flourish is deeply appreciated.

The warm reception, thoughtful organization, and incredible
attention to detail made this event not only a memorable
experience on the course but a cherished time off it as well. From
the hospitality shown to each participant and spouse, to the
camaraderie shared among us, this weekend will remain in our

hearts for a long time.

The Texas Wounded Warrior Foundation goes beyond serving
our veterans and wounded warriors; you build community and
remind us of the resilience and strength that comes from shared
experiences. We feel humbled by your generosity and the impact
you've had in bringing us together. Your continued efforts create
lasting memories, foster new friendships, and provide much-
needed moments of relaxation and fun.

My wife and I were treated with the utmost respect and care,
and for that, we are deeply grateful. Every interaction we had
reflected the spirit of kindness, service, and understanding that
your foundation embodies. The golf itself was a joy, but it was the
sense of belonging and support we felt throughout the weekend
that truly stood out.

Thank you again for all that you do for veterans and their families,
and for making this weekend an absolute highlight. We are forever
grateful for your unwavering support and the opportunity to be
part of such a special event. We look forward to continuing this
incredible relationship and participating in future events. May
your foundation continue to thrive and positively impact the lives
of many more warriors in the years to come.

With heartfelt appreciation - Douglas Perkins (SGT, US Army) and
wife, Janet Perkins

TEXANS NEVER LET THE SUN SET ON FREEDOM
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Many great ideas start as just a dream. And from those
dreams, visions are often born. And a vision put into
action, can result in a mission!

Some ten years ago, Richard and Madeline Lewis,
Residents and members at Eagle’s Bluff in Bullard,
Texas turned their Dream, Vision, and Mission into
Action by cstablishing The Richard and Madeline
Lewis Scholarship to aid our Warriors and Veterans
to achieve their mission, in the pursuit of higher
education at the University of Texas at Tyler. Richard
was an active member of the Eagle’s Bluff “Dew
Boys”; a group of dedicated, resident golfers at
Eagles Bluff who have patriotic, philanthropic
hearts. With Richard’s leadership, the Dew
Boys wasted no time raising funds that first
year for the Lewis Scholarship. That same year,
the Chairman of the Texas Wounded Warrior
Foundation, Dick Goetz, was introduced to the
Dew Boys group and a partnership was formed.
The Texas Wounded Warrior Foundation
committed to matching any funds raised by
the Dew Boys annually and providing those
combined funds to the Lewis Scholarship at
the Univcrsity of Texas at Tyler.

Each year the Dew Boys outdo themselves
with their efforts. In 2024, their hard work
allowed the partnership to provide $25,000.00

MILITARY & VETERANS
SUCCESS CENTER

to the University of Texas
at Tyler for students
attending classes in 2025.
To date, the efforts of the
Dew Boys, in partnership
with the Texas Wounded
Warrior Foundation have
seen contributions to
the University of more
than $225,000.00 with
192 Veteran scholarships

awarded.

If you ask any Dew Boy
why they are so dedicated
to this cause you'll likely
hear this, or something
similar, as a common response: “It goes without saying
that there are no more dcsarving individuals than those
members of our military who selflessly volunteered their
service and their lives to our country so we can enjoy
the rights and freedoms we enjoy today.” Sadly, Richard
and Madeline Lewis are no longer with us see the
smiles on the faces of those Veterans their scholarships
have helpcd over the years. But if they were, they would
be proud of how the Dew Boys have, and will continue

to dedicate themselves, to their mission.

TEXAS WOUNDED WARRIOR FOUNDATION
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ENGINEERED FOR DISTANCE

lot to like about the new G440 irons,
players-style design. But that's just
sets them apart. The thinner, more fle:

the next generation of PurFlex technolog

alower CG to deliver faster ball
you need to hit shots tha
hole. All designed to make you loo

PREMIUM PERFORMANCE

More flexible badge expands and contracts
to support thinner face, adding distance
while enhancing feel and sound.

CISNEIN GET OPTIMIZED.

) |

THINNER, SHALLOWER FACE
Face-height reduction helps lower the CG
and thin the face for more flexing to increase
ball speed and ensure forgiveness.



We appreciate the opportunity provided by John Solheim, Chairman and CEO of
PING Golf, Scottsdale, Arizona as well as the staff at the Tour Department for their
help in fitting our courageous Purple Heart recipients with PING golf equipment
and a VIP Tour of the facilities. Because of the 50+ year relationship between the
Solheim family and the Goetz brothers, Dick, Jack, and Bob, PING has been most

generous in providing this opportunity for our warriors.

DR. JESSE STEWART, PAULO NAJERA, JOHN SOLHEIM, DICK GOET/Z, RAY GRIFFISS

TEXAS WOUNDED WARRIOR FOUNDATION
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FAMILY!

FROM OUR WARRIORS:

Thank you to the Texas Wounded Warrior Foundation and the Solheim family for giving me a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to
visit the PING Proving Grounds in Phoenix, Arizona. Getting fitted for clubs and touring the facility was unforgettable. Words
can't describe how special this experience made me feel. It was clear that both organizations truly care about veterans, and it showed

in every moment. This trip not only made me feel part of something bigger than myself again, but also solidified my newfound love

for the game of golf. I'm deeply grateful for your kindness and generosity.

I recently completed a doctoral degree at Baylor University,
where I researched why the post-9/11 combat veteran population
experiences significantly higher rates of suicide, homelessness,
and unemployment compared to their non-veteran or civilian
peers. The results of five years of dedicated study suggest that
these statistics stem from the largest civilian-military gap in
our nation’s 250-year history. This gap arises primarily from the
nearly two-decade-long War on Terror, fought exclusively by
an All-Volunteer Force (AVF) comprising less than 1% of the
population, returning to a civilian society that, for the first time
in U.S. history, was not subject to a military draft after 9/11.

The most significant finding from my research study that
contributes to the gap centers on the stigma faced by combat
veterans and non-veteran civilians. These stigmas include
civilians’ perceptions of combat-veteran PTSD and a perceived
lack of civilian appreciation for the AVF. Such stigmas create
a disconnect that further widens the gap, which many post-
9/11 combat veterans feel they can never bridge. The Texas
Wounded Warrior Foundation (TXWWTF) and the Karsten
Manufacturing Corporation (PING Golf) are two organizations
I have observed and personally experienced making substantial
and commendable efforts to close this gap.

In March 2025, Ray Griffiss, Chairman of the TXWWE,
reached out to me with an offer to send my wife and me to
Phoenix, Arizona, for a Tour Fitting Experience at the PING
Golf Headquarters. Ray, a combat veteran and the person who
recruited me into the Veteran Golfers Association (VGA)—
where I had the opportunity to compete and ultimately win
the 2023 VGA National Championship—shared that he had
been observing my efforts since my military retirement and
wanted to acknowledge my work and research with AM300
Solutions meaningfully and tangibly. With immense gratitude
and excitement, I departed for the Karsten Manufacturing
Corporation in May 2025 to participate in their Tour Fitting
Experience, receive a personal tour of the facility, and prepare
the press release for my equipment change to PING golf clubs
ahead of the 2025 VGA National Championship.

Upon arriving in
Phoenix, 1 was
greeted by Dick
Goetz, a Lifetime
PGA Member and
retired PGA Tour
professional, as
well as the founder
of TXWWE.
Accompanying

Mr. Goetz were

TEXANS NEVER LET THE SUN SET ON FREEDOM

WITH SINCERE APPRECIATION, PAULO NAJERA

his wife, Gail, Ray Griffiss, and fellow combat veteran and

wounded warrior Paulo Najera, who was also taking part in
the Tour Fitting Experience. Within two hours of my arrival,
I found myself at the PING Proving Grounds with Dick
Goetz and John Solheim, the CEO of PING and Karsten
Manufacturing Corporation, who personally oversaw my Tour
Fitting Experience with Tour Fitter Nicholas Truitt. Having
studied Mechanical Engineering during my undergraduate
years, the guided tour of the manufacturing facility with Brian
Botha after the club fitting was truly incredible. If the Army
operated with just 1% of PING's efficiency, the War on Terror
would have concluded much sooner. The culminating highlight
of the visit was entering the mystical and now confirmed to be
real, PING Putter Vault, where it held every gold-plated PING
putter used in a PGA Major Championship win since the 1970s.

After retiring from the US. Army in 2012, 1 realized the
significant gap between myself and the civilian society for which
I had fought. It took some time, but I ultimately accepted that
I might never fully bridge this divide. Even if I am unable to
cross it, I have dedicated my professional and academic efforts
to helping others do so. However, thanks to organizations like
the TXWWTF and the Karsten Manufacturing Corporation,
along with individuals such as Ray Griffiss, John Solheim, Dick
and Gail Goetz, Nicholas Truitt, and Brian Botha, I can say my
gap has been unexpectedly narrowed. During the visit, everyone
I met went out of their way to express their gratitude for my
military service. And for that, I am thankful; however, I want to
thank all of you for your service in bridging this divide.

DR. JESSIE R STEWART
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TEXAS WOUNDED WARRIOR FOUNDATION HOSTS
FIRST ANNUAL WARRIOR-CHILD WEEKEND
IN GRAPEVINE, TEXAS

The Texas Wounded Warrior Foundation proudly hosted its
First Annual Warrior-Child Weekend, a milestone event that
brought together 22 wounded warriors and their families
from across the Lone Star State for a weekend of connection,
recreation, and |a5ting memories. Held in Grapevine, Texas,
this inaugural gathering marked a significant expansion of the
Foundation's mission to support not 0n|y wounded warriors,
but also the loved ones who walk alongside them in their
journey of recovery and resilience.

The weekend offered all-inclusive accommodations and
activities, designeé to foster Fami|y bonding and provide
much-needed respite for those who have given so much
in service to our country. The Foundation was honored to
welcome these families and offer an un‘ForgettaHe experience
ina community*centered environment.

The festivities began at The REC of Grapevine, a premier
recreational faci|ity that the Foundation reserved exc|usive|y
for the occasion. Families enjoyed a full range of activities,
inc|uding access to the aquatic center, picl(leba” courts,

basketball, ping pong, and other sports. The facility buzzed

with the |aughter and joy of both children and parents as they

engaged in friendly competition and shared experiences.

On the second day, the group headed to Six Flags Over Texas
in Arlington, where they spent the day exploring the park,
enjoying the rides, and embracing the simple joy of being
outdoors together. For many, this was a rare opportunity to
take part in a traditional family outing without the barriers that
often accompany the stresses of post-service life.

The weekend concluded with a family-friendly golf tournament,
where our warriors were partnered with their children for a
light-hea rted round of golf. This special event underscored the
importance of shared experiences in strengthening the parent-
child bond, especially within military families navigating the
comp|exities of life after service. A|ongside the tournament,
a clinic was held to introduce the non“golfing members of the
family to the game. They quickly learned how powerful golf can
be for Family bonds and many expressed the desire to go out
and play together in the coming months.

“We are incredibly proud of what this weekend represented.
It wasn't just about entertainment—it was about connection,
hea|ing, and showing these families that they are seen,
supported, and celebrated,” shared Chairman, Ray Griffiss.

The success of the First Annual Warrior-
Child Weekend sets a strong foundation
for future events of its kind. The Texas
Wounded Warrior Foundation remains
committed to expanding its outreach and
providing meaningful opportunities for
Texas veterans and their families to heal,
grow, and thrive together.

For more information about the Foundation
and upcoming events, please visit our site at
www.txwoundedwarrior.org.

TEXAS WOUNDED WARRIOR FOUNDATION

A DAUGHTER'S GR

Some traditions fade with time—but not ours. No matter where life
takes us, one thing has always remained constant: my dad and I have
always found a way to pause from our hectic schedules and enjoy
a game of golf together. What started as a teenage goal to earn a
high school varsity jacket back in 2003 has grown into something
far more meaningful. Twenty-two years later and hundreds of rounds
played together, golf isn't just a sport for us, it’s a ritual, a bond, and a
reminder of what matters most.

Looking back, I realize how easy it is to overlook the little things that
made golfing with my father a special time. To be honest, 'm not what
you would call 2 morning person, but there’s something about waking
up at the crack of dawn, hopping in the car with my dad and making
the first stop along the way to the golf course at the local Starbucks
for an iced Frappuccino, t(}pped with whip cream and an extra shot
of espresso. Once we hit the course, however, the scores really didn't
matter. It was all about spending time together. The laughter between
golf holes, the inside jokes about missed putts, and talking about life.
And then it was sometimes the quiet car rides back home filled with
a comfortable silence after a great day out on the course. That’s what I
remember and cherish.

As we grow older, the realities of life, work, and other commitments
can overshadow the amount of time we now spend together. However,
this year, I got to hit that pause button in the most meaningful way
possible to spend time with my dad. Recently, my dad and I were
invited to participate in a very special three-day event organized by
the Texas Wounded Warrior Foundation, an organization my dad is
proudly involved with as a veteran. This particular event was called the
Warrior/Child Event, and it was an opportunity for veterans and their
children to spend three fun filled days to solidify, and in some cases,
renew that special bond that exists between a parent and their child.
Even though I was one of the oldest “kids” there at 36, it provided me
the opportunity to be that kid again with my father. Whether it was the
meals we shared, a night of games at the Southlake Recreation Center,
rides on the roller coasters at Six Flags or teeing it up on the final
day for a round of golf, the experience of spending one-on-one time
together was incredible and unforgettable. I met other parents and kids
during that day, each with their own unique bond, and it reminded
me how this event was much bigger than me and my dad—it was
tor all of us who love someone who served. Everywhere you turned,
there were smiles and laughter and sometimes, silly, playful moments
with parents and their kids, reminding us all that quality time spent
together can bring
more happiness to
a family than all
the riches in the
world.

A Special Thank
You to the
Texas Wounded
Warrior
Foundation.
Thﬂﬂk }'Ul.l f()r
creating such a
meaningful  and

TEEING IT UP:

unforgettable experience. Your commitment to honoring our veterans,

while also giving their families the opportunity to connect, laugh, and
grow closer was nothing short of extraordinary. The Warrior/ Child
Event was more than just a weekend—it was a memory that will live
in my heart forever. Your work reminds us all that service doesn't end
when the uniform comes off, and neither does the love that binds a
family together. And to my Dad—thank you for every tee time, every
story shared between swings, and those quiet moments being together
to remind us that displaying love doesn’t always require words. Your
strength, your patience, and your presence have shaped me more than
you know. Golf may have started as a means to get that varsity high
school jacket, but now it’s our beginning—again and again. It’s how
we reconnect, reset, and remember what really matters. I'm proud to
be your daughter, and even prouder to walk beside you—on the golf
course and through life.

Here’s to more drives, more laughs, and more unforgettable rounds
together. This tradition is ours, and I'll cherish it always.
Written by Shalena Goode

(Daugbhter of US Navy Veterans Bob and
Peggy Goode)
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Amarillo Wounded Warrior Golf Weekend

AMARILLO'S SALUTE TO SERVICE

For the past 9 years, warriors arrived in Amarillo to
experience a weekend dedicated entirely to camaraderie,
healing, and appreciation. The festivities begin with a
warm welcome from Chris Reed, who treats the group
to memorable, delicious dinners of beef tenderloin and
tour of Reed Beverage.

Starting the weekend off, warriors participate in a
Warrior-Only Golf Tournament at Ross Rogers Golf
Course. The evening concludes with a lively putting
contest and a mouth-watering prime rib dinner hosted
by Jay Held of Bar3/Preston West. The highlight of the
weekend is The Wounded Warrior Pro-Am at Tascosa
Country Club. As the massive 30 x 50-foot American

BROTHERS
ONTHE GREEN

flag waved proudly from a crane, the sight stirred
deep pride and gratitude among all present. Opening
ceremonies include the local Military Honor Guard,
the singing of the National Anthem, and a thrilling
flyover of vintage aircraft.

Over two courses, forty warriors enjoy the fellowship
that only these events can bring. They also shared meals
at beloved local spots, including Jorge’s Mexican Bar
& Grill. For many, the weekend was a reminder of the
bonds forged in service, ties that remain unbroken.

Amarillo businessman Scot Pike, who chairs the
Amarillo Tournament and serves as a TXWWTF Board

Member, has long been inspired by these gatherings.
The warriors’ gratitude is profound

“When youre out there for four hours just
chatting, thats the healing,” a warrior shared.

and echoes Ray’s sentiment. “Seeing

one participant reflected. “You think
about those who didn't make it home.

that flag gives chills up your spine,”

4
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We wouldn't be here without them.”

PTSD, often called the “silent killer” represents the invisible wounds
of war. Though these injuries can't always be seen, the camaraderie of
events like this provides vital healing. Veterans reconnect with each
other, sharing their stories and creating lasting friendships. Golf serves
as the great equalizer. Out on the course, everyone comes together:
skill levels fade into the background as conversation and laughter fill
the air. “When you're out there for four hours just chatting, that’s the

healing,” a warrior shared.

The Texas Wounded Warrior Foundation extends heartfelt thanks to
the sponsors and partners who make this event possible each year: Reed
Beverage, Ben E. Keith, Bar3/Preston West, Pak-a-Sak, and Jorge's
Mexican Bar & Grill. Their generosity ensures that these warriors are

honored in the special way they deserve.

Vi o i

serve the veteran community. i

“Scot is just not special, hes unique,” said Ray Griffiss
reflecting over the years. “Hes bebind the scenes, yet his
heart is in everything. He embodies what it means to
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FUNDING THE FIG

‘The Insurance Industry Charitable Foundation (IICF), a nonprofit
organization that unites the insurance industry’s collective resources
to strengthen communities through grants, volunteer service, and
leadership, awarded the Texas Wounded Warrior Foundation
(TXWWE) a $15,000 grant on April 17,2025. IICF is committed
to reinvesting funds locally, supporting hundreds of charities and
nonprofit organizations to maximize positive community impact.

HT FOR HEALING

The grant was presented during an event that celebrated the
achievements of nonprofit organizations working tirelessly to improve
lives. TXWWE was among 22 nonprofit organizations honored at the
gathering, which brought together nonprofit leaders, board members,
and community partners to recognize the vital services provided by

each of the recipients.

« Essential home repairs

« Training fees for veterans’ service dogs

Impact of the Grant

In 2025, TXWWF utilized the grant to address the urgent and ongoing needs of wounded veterans and their families. To date,
the foundation has distributed more than §40,000 in assistance, providing critical support in the following areas:

« Rent and mortgage assistance, preventing three veteran families from facing eviction

« Payment of utility bills, ensuring homes remained safe and functional

« Sponsorship of a service dog training weekend for veterans and their spouses on the Patriot Paws waiting list, allowing
participants to observe the training process, meet trainers, and interact with the animals

« Retail gift cards for food, clothing, and transportation costs

The core mission of the Texas Wounded Warrior Foundation is to
ensure that veterans and their families have the basic necessities

of life: shelter, food, clothing, and reliable access to utilities. These
fundamental needs form the cornerstone of TXWWTF's commitment
to those who have served our nation.

Through the continued generosity of partners like IICF, TXXWWTF is
able to fulfill its mission of supporting warriors in their time of need,
offering stability, dignity, and hope for a brighter future.

TExANS NEVER LET THE SUN SET ON FREEDOM

In addition to expressing our gratitude to the Insurance Industry
Charitable Foundation for their generous support in providing
assistance in advancing our mission to positively impact the lives of
wounded warriors and their families, the Texas Wounded Warrior
Foundation extends a sincere and heartfelt thank you to Board
Member Ron Nash and his wife, Patty. Their unwavering dedication
and countless hours spent preparing the necessary documentation
were instrumental in making this opportunity possible.
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gratitude about the retreat from the
one of the warric
60 warriors, wives and children attended and enjoved the Texas Wounded ]
Warrior Fall Retreat Weekend - they created new friendships amc VATTior
families by visiting at meals, and relaxing on the grounds of the T BAR M

Campground; some taking part in learning rolf skills — even in the rain.

The Spring Re treat, also held at T BAR M, wasa maj()r success and the weather
: p(-_‘rfect for the weekend. 40 warric ives and children p;u'ticip;tted in
all aspects of the weekend. Most of them came from the Killeen and San

The Saturday afternoon chipping and putting clinics were well attended by
beginning golfers led by Joel V ]_h'lm:.: n, Dick and Jack Goetz. Other families
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DISCOVER

FAGLE'S BLUFF

MAKE IT YOUR HOME

= General

Paul E. Funk i

General Paul E. Funk II retired in 2022, concluding a distinguished 42-year
career of service to the United States Army. In his final assignment, he served as
the Commanding General of the U.S. Army Training and Doctrine Command
(TRADOC), where he was responsible for transforming civilians into professional
soldiers and developing leaders committed to selfless service to the nation. Under
his leadership, TRADOC oversaw 32 Army schools organized within 10 Centers of
Excellence, collectively recruiting, training, and educating more than 800,000 soldiers
and service members annually.

Prior to his leadership at TRADOC, General Funk commanded IIT Corps and Fort
Hood, one of the Army’s premier corps-level commands, where he directed large-
scale training and operations critical to national security. Additionally, he served as the
Commanding General of Combined Joint Task Force — Operation Inherent Resolve
(CJTF-OIR), where he deployed to lead a 72-nation coalition in the campaign
against ISIS in Iraq and Syria. His efforts in this role were instrumental in degrading
and defeating ISIS’s territorial control, thereby contributing significantly to global
stability and security.

General Funk’s combat and operational experience includes six deployments in
support of Operations Desert Shield and Desert Storm, Operation Iraqi Freedom,

Operation Enduring Freedom and Operation Inherent Resolve.
|

INDIVIDUAL DECORATIONS

* Defense Distinguishcd Service Medal with combat

UNIT AND CAMPAIGN AWARDS,
BADGES & SERVICE RIBBONS

device (“C-device”) * Combat Action Badge

. Army Staff Identification Badge

* Joint Meritorious Unit Award, with oak leaf cluster
* Valorous Unit Award

* Army Distinguished Service Medal, with one bronze

oak leaf cluster (two awards total)

A premier golf and private gated residential community on the shores of

* Defense Superior Service Medal, with one oak leaf ey : ) .
P ; * Meritorious Unit Commendation, with three oak leaf clusters

Lake Palestine. A serene storybook setting fit for your next home or
private event. Just two hours from Dallas and far from ordinary!
Memberships and residential lots currently available.

THANK YOU VETERANS. o

Proud host of the
2025 Texas Wounded Warrior
Golf Tournament

‘BL(JUFF
700 N. Eagle's Bluff Blvd. | Bullard, TX 75757 | 903.825.1123
www.eaglesbluffcc.com | www.eaglesbluff.com

cluster (two awards total)

Legion of Merit, with three bronze oak leaf clusters

(four awards)

* Bronze Star Medal, with three bronze oak leaf clusters
(four awards)

* Defense Meritorious Service Medal

* Meritorious Service Medal, with two bronze oak leaf
clusters (three awards)

. Army Commendation Nchal, with four bronze oak leaf

clusters (five awards)

. Army Achievement Medal

e Army Superior Unit Award, with two oak leaf clusters

* National Defense Service Medal, with service star

* Southwest Asia Service Medal, with three campaign stars
» Afghanistan Campaign Medal, with one campaign star

* Iraq Campaign Medal, with three campaign stars

* Inherent Resolve Campaign Medal, with two campaign stars
* Global War on Terrorism Service Medal

* Army Service Ribbon

* Army Overseas Service Ribbon

* NATO Medal (for service with ISAF)

* Defense of Saudi Arabia Medal

¢ Kuwait Liberation Medal (Saudi Arabia)

* Kuwait Liberation Medal (Kuwait)
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THE COST OF FREEDOM QUILT

sides (“Oh beautiful for Heroes Pro

The Clubs of Stonebridge Ranch
Proud Supporter of Texas Wounded Warrior Foundation

Discover a place where exceptional amenities and warm connections come together.

From championship golf to vibrant social events, The Clubs of Stonebridge Ranch is
your destination for an elevated lifestyle in McKinney, TX.

ed” / “Who More than Self

and the six service patches at the bottom of

dedicated to maintain America’s Freedoms and Safety: The

Their Country Love
of our Freedom is high —and is Pilid for b}-" our Armed Forces the quilt represent those brave who pl_lrchase freedom h}-' win nin:-_l__;
The Red — White — Blue all cotton quilt is an 81” square. It is 2 victories on battlefields and maintaining military strength.
traditional Goose in the Pond pattern which proudly represents

our H(

ship Sales Team to learn more

The Great Seal of the United Stat sewn into the Quilt name

at the top; lines from “America the Beautiful” are sewn down the

7003 Beacon Hill Rd, McKinney, TX 75070
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TEXAS WOUNDED WARRIOR FOUNDATION PRESENTS:

During the festive season, while many gather with loved ones in the
comfort of their homes, it's important to remember those whose
sacrifices have made such freedoms possible. This past December,
the Texas Wounded Warrior Foundation hosted a heartwarming
Christmas event that brought joy, laughter, and lasting memories
to those who have given so much for our country.

This special evening was designed to recognize and celebrate four
remarkable wounded warrior families. It was an opportunity not
only to thank them for their service and sacrifices but also to give
them a well-deserved evening of celebration and connection.

The evening began with a festive and delicious dinner at a local
Brazilian steakhouse, where the families were treated to a full-

course dining experience. The atmosphere was filled with warmth
and camaraderie as veterans, spouses, and children shared stories

TEXAS WOUNDED WARRIOR FOUNDATION

and enjoyed the generous hospitality. Servers brought out a continuous
flow of fire-grilled meats, accompanied by fresh sides, salads, and
traditional Brazilian delicacies. For some of the families, it was their first
time experiencing this unique style of dining, and the joy was evident in
their smiles and laughter.

The special evening was only getting started. After dinner, the families
were presented with an array of carefully selected gifts. Each child
received personalized presents that were thoughtfully wrapped. The
parents were also given gifts to support their household, which ranged
from kitchenware and home goods to computers and other essential
iterns. The surprise and gratitude on their faces spoke volumes, and for
many, it was a deeply emotional and affirming moment.

Following the meal, the group embarked on a magical journey aboard
the North Pole Express, a beloved holiday train ride known for its
immersive Christmas experience. As the train rolled along, the families
were transported into a winter wonderland, complete with twinkling
lights, holiday music, and themed decorations that delighted children
and adults alike. The highlight of the ride came when Santa Claus
himself made a special appearance, greeting each child and taking a

picture followed by Mrs. Claus greeting each child with a delicious treat.
There were moments of awe and wonder as the children met Santa, sang
along to timeless Christmas carols, and reveled in the spirit of the season.

For the Texas Wounded Warrior Foundation, events like this are at
the heart of our mission. We are grateful to be able to provide tangible
support, recognition, and joy to those who have sacrificed for our nation.
Our “Very Merry Christmas” event not only offered a night of fun and
testivity, but also reinforced the bonds between the organization and the
families it serves.

As our organization looks ahead, it remains committed to continuing
this tradition and expanding its reach to more wounded warrior families.
Through the generosity of donors, volunteers, and community partners,
events like this will continue to bring light and hope to those who have
already given so much.

The Texas Wounded Warrior Foundation extends its sincere gratitude
to Bob Goode and the Veteran Golfers Association — Texas Chapter
for their pivotal role in raising half of the funds that made this event
possible. Bob's commitment and support was instrumental in ensuring
the success of this event.




MEET

STAFF SERGEANT

MICHAEL
DENISON

My journey started when I raised my right hand
and swore an oath on September 6, 1995. I trained at Fort Sill,
Oklahoma, then headed to my first duty station in Schofield
Barracks, Hawaii. It was there that I found two unexpected loves:
a woman named Jaymie-Lyn, and a game called golf. Jaymie and
I didn’t take the same path at the time — life had other plans —
but golf? Golf hooked me the first time I swung and ended up
shooting 124. I told myself I'd keep playing until I got better.
The fact that I'm still playing says I never quite made it — but the
game became a thread that kept pulling me forward.

From Hawaii to the snow-covered fields of Fort Drum, New York,
I kept serving — going through PLDC, Airborne School, even
honoring our brothers and sisters as part of a funeral detail. I kept
my promise to a friend and went Airborne. I even got good enough
at golf to buy a membership for the first time. When I re-enlisted,
I had my heart set on Italy. I ended up in Germany. As I signed out
of Drum, the world changed on September 11th. That day rewrote
all of our futures.

I was stationed in Giessen, Germany where I did a lot of force
protection. While there, I eventually found a golf course that let
me play, over an hour and a half away (I learned that without an
established handicap, you were not allowed on the course.) In my
short amount of time in Germany, my daughter Jasmine was born.

] My unit received

orders for Operation
Iragi  Freedom. 1
deployed to Irag on
May 9, 2003 and was
there until July 21,
2004. At the time,
we were the longest
deployed wunit since
WWIIL What I saw,
what I lived through
during  those 14
months — left more
than physical scars.

The Army medically

PROFESSIONAL GOLFER,
RORY MCILROY AND MAX

discharged me on
July 25, 2005. T left
the battlefield, but
the war never really
left me.

Post-military life
was chaotic. I made
bad choices. T guess
I was looking for
something  that 1
lost in myself. One
day, I happcncd to
go on Facebook and
started looking up
people from my past,
and that is where
I found Jaymie. 1
sent her a message

and asked her if she

rcmcmbcrcd me,

she said yes, and we

chatted back and forth for a bit. Come to find out Jaymie was in
California and I was in Las Vegas, so we decided to meet up. We
were both in r()ugh relationships. We took a chance — a gamblc
— and chose each other. I moved to California. Jaymie helped me
turn my life around. She even helped me find Maximus Decimus
Meridius Denison — my service dog. With Jaymie and Max
b)’ my sidc, I started to breathe again. I found my way back to
golf and joined the Veteran Golfers Association (VGA) in 2017.
Occasionally on the golf course, I will forget how to swing a club
during the middle of a round, but I tend to play it off as if I am
checking the wind until I remember again.

In 2019, Jaymie and I left California and
moved to San Antonio. I continued

to play golf in the VGA and in
April 2020, I became one of the
Agsistant Directors for Texas with
Ray Griffiss, a brother in arms and

— |
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friend. In February 2022, I had a stroke and tore a hamstring. What
hurt most wasn't the pain — it was not being able to golf. Seven

painful months later, I picked up my clubs again.

In March 2023, Ray connected me with Dick Goetz from the
Texas Wounded Warrior Foundation. Myself and another wounded

warrior were extended an invitation to The Proving Grounds at Ping
headquarters in Scottsdale, Arizona. The whole trip was something

that I had never experienced in my life.

M}’ golf game started to come togcther again and I was t:njoying
myself, feeling good. Soon after, things started changing again. I was

in a car accident. As I was driving down the street, someone crashed
into the back of my car. On June 29, 2024, the hardest hit yet - I had
to lay Max to rest. Out of everything I have been through in my life,
this is by far the hardest to deal with. I tell myself all the time how
much joy Max brought to everyone’s life. Not just, mine but everyone
that has crossed paths with, from PGA tour players that met him, to
people just walking by and smiling at him. Max was one of a kind.
When he passed, I started to withdraw from everything again. I
knew I needed another service dog — not to replace Max, because
that’s impossiblc — but to carry on what he started. 1 started the
process of getting another one. A friend through golf introduced me

to a Golden Retriever breeder, and now I have Kalea.

Jaymie and I would like to thank Ray and Tara Griffiss and Ron
Nash. You stepped in at a time when the light at the other end of the

tl.ll'll'lﬁl couldn’t bC sCEn Elﬂd We arc fUI‘CVCl’ gl’ﬁ.tﬂfl.ll.

— S8G Mike Denison

o Memory of

Maximus
Decimus
Meridious

Denison
August 9, 2015 - June 29, 2024
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John Harris, US Coast Guard, lowering the colors at dusk

This past November, a remarkable encounter unfolded at Eagles
Bluff Golf and Country Club in Tyler, Texas, during the Central
Region qualifier for the Veteran Golfers Association’s (VGA)
Armed Forces Cup on November 2-3, 2024. Two accomplished
veterans, each having secured a top-eight regional placement,
were preparing for their upcoming matches. One was John
Harris, a U.S. Coast Guard veteran, visiting from Norman,
Oklahoma. The other was Aaron Rigozzi, a U.S. Marine Corps

veteran visiting from South Haven, Michigan.

Although his tournament match was scheduled for mid-morning,
John arrived approximately 45 minutes before his tee time to warm
up on the near-empty driving range. As he focused on his swing,
another golfer wearing a VGA hat joined him a few practice stalls
away. Recognizing a fellow military-afliliated competitor, he set
aside his club, introduced himself, and initiated a conversation.

Aaron introduced himself and shared where he was visiting

CPL Aaron Rigozzi, United States Marine Corps

AN UNEXPECTED%
= ’

from. Upon conversing a bit more, John mentioned that he had
served at a ten-man Coast Guard search-and-rescue station in
South Haven from1967 to 1968. Aaron paused. Most believed
the closest station to his hometown was in Grand Haven, and
these dates struck a chord. Aaron shared a cherished story: his
mother, fresh out of high school in 1968, had been rescued late
one night after her sailboat capsized on Lake Michigan. She and
three friends had clung to the mast until a four-person Coast
Guard crew arrived. This group matched John's own recollection.

As they discussed the rescue, every detail aligned perfectly. This
happened at night, four occupants (two women and two men),
and a dramatic rescue by a Coast Guard team. At that moment,
both men recognized the truth: Jobhn had been part of the crew
that rescued Aaron’s mother 56 years earlier. Both men were
visibly moved, and the weight of the moment would leave not
a single dry eye amongst anyone that witnessed this realization
and meeting.

TEXAS WOUNDED WARRIOR FOUNDATION

TEXANS NEVER LET THE SUN SET ON FREEDOM

36ftboat used in the rescue

John recalled the rescue night. Though the storm had
passed, powerful winds whipped Lake Michigan into
6—8-foot waves. Their 36-foot lifeboat could not approach
the overturned sailboat. So, the Coast Guardsmen, each
clad in life jackets, swam to the vessel. Each retrieved one
woman, returned, and then rescued the two men. Their
teamwork and bravery had saved lives, but it was only on

John, middle, and 2 other Coast Guardsmen involved in the rescue

this golf range, more than half a century later, that the full
significance came to light.

This extraordinary encounter highlights the profound
potential of golf: a game that entertains, connects, and
sometimes reveals hidden chapters of history. On that
crisp November morning, two veterans’ paths converged
not just as competitors but as witnesses to a legacy of
service. A greeting across a few feet of grass led to a story
shared anew, a reminder that small moments often open

doors to dcepcr human connection.

Without John and Aaron taking a moment to say hello
and introduce themselves to one another, this story might
never have surfaced. Instead, golf served a noble purpose:
uniting hearts, healing old bonds while creating new ones,

and celebrating the enduring spirit of those who serve.

Texas Wounded Warrior Foundation is honored to be able
to share this incredible story.

South Haven Pier, Lake Michigan

Aaron and his mom, Lynda

¥
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par tmp-ltcd in a few natic
a pet project. Both of our fathers serv ved in thc *’nmcd Forces;
therefore, we were steered to our veterans. I had no idea about

the mission, the team, and its purpose.

Our first event was held in 2013 with tour professionals,
celebrities, and a warrior on every team. Most of our

participants came from The Brooke Army Medical Center

NEED i T”OSE A TH ; in San Antonio. They were escortec r local and county
LONE STAR STATE TO LOOK aw-e pris ne ug - Escondido gate and greeted by our board, I'I'l(:‘.ﬂ'l].'.l-.(:‘.l.‘_»]'lllp .
ELSEWHERE.” Four good f ande O ,

TOM EA,{IO

In 2025, we will celebrate our 13th consecuti - hosting this wonderful event. Each year, v e who have
given the ultimate -, We give our nditional support to the military men and women of this nation who
protect our freedom. We consider it a privilege to continue our passion in supporting the Texas Wounded Warrior
Foundation.

SINCERELY, BUCK & TINA MAYERS, CO-CHAIR

ESCAPE TO THE ENCHANTING TEXAS HILL COUNTRY

£ SCAPE... Escondido Golf and Lake Club is an exclusive private golf

and lakeside community where you can escape and enjoy the best of Fazio

[ ¢ ]

golf, water sports on the beautiful, constant-level Lake LBJ, as well as a

|uxur'y nome community. L S ( j () h [) [ [) (_) - ; . ) . . . g i
£ XCLUSIVE... Awarded the #1 private course in Texas by AvidGolfer E e REG . e Vearin Sout and s in the - A e otime at e
Magazine and among the top 10 best courses in Texas by The Dallas “ o nearad e e

Morning News, Escondido offers a no tee time culture and ar -Cxldcpuu'-d ESCONDIDOTEXAS.COM
course that golfers of varying sk' | levels can enjoy year round. HORSESHOE BAY, TEXAS
ENCHANTMENT... Escondido delivers the enchantment of a

f‘iC'ur'osquc hamlet of luxury estate, villa and casita homes — many offering

direct access to Lake LBJ or stunning water views. Equity "r‘w:rr‘lbf_'.'_;h[_)
conveys with property ownership.

Escondido Golf & Lake Club is proud to host the 13th annual Texas Wounded Warrior Golf Tournament on
Monday, November 3, 2025. The goal of the event is to raise money to support Texas veterans and make a huge
difference in the lives of the brave ment and women who have paid a high price for the security and freedom
Ne enjoy.

TExAaNS NEVER LET THE SuN SET ON FREEDOM




We cover Tyler’s business

landscape like no one else.
Get the most in-depth local reporting delivered directly to your inbox.
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FREE today! LR E

www.TylerPaper.com/Newsletters

Tyler Morning Telegraph
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WE ARE GRATEFUL FOR YOUR SACRIFICE.

ASSOCIATES of EAST TEXAS

2440 EasT FIFTH ST. EYECARETYLER.COM
TyLER, TX 7570 903-595-0500
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ZANDERSON

REDEFINING POSSIBILITY
THROUGH COURAGE AND SERVICE

Bryan Anderson’s story is one of profound courage, unwavering
determination, and a commitment to empowering others. He
enlisted in the U.S. Army in April 2001 and was deployed
to Irag on September 11 of that same year. Rising to the
rank of Sergeant in the Military Police, Anderson completed
two tours of duty in Baghdad, where he led police training
initiatives and also served as a prison guard at Leavenworth
Federal Penitentiary.

In October 2005, Bryan faced a life-altering moment when
he was seriously injured by an IED in Baghdad. The incident
resulted in the loss of both legs and his left hand. He received
the Purple Heart in recognition of his service and bravery.
Following 13 months of intensive rehabilitation at Walter
Reed Army Medical Center, Bryan emerged as one of the few
triple amputees from the Iraq War who regained independence.

Rather than be defined by his injuries, Bryan chose to embrace
a mission of inspiration. He authored his memoir, No Turning
Back, sharing his journey of resilience and hope. He also
ventured into the world of film and television, with roles and
stunt work in productions like CSI: NY, The Dark Knight, The
Wirestler, American Sniper, and Hawaii Five-0.

As  National Spokesman for Quantum
Rehab and USA Cares, Bryan travels =
nationwide to rehabilitation centers and VA

hospitals, delivering empowering messages of perseverance
and determination. He consults on wheelchair design and

advocates for dignity and inclusion for all with disabilities.

A passionate athlete and adventurer, Bryan has competed in,
and won, medals at the National Veterans Wheelchair Games
in table tennis and archery. He continues to push physical
and personal boundaries through snowboarding, skydiving,
rock climbing, and more, inspiring others to challenge their

own limits.

At the heart of Bryan Anderson’s work lies a belief: adversity
can be transformed into opportunity. He embodies a powerful
message—that courage, innovation, and compassion can
redefine what'’s possible, both in recovery and in service.

Texas Wounded Warrior Foundation is honored to have Sgt.
Bryan Anderson joining us again this year as we continue to

honor and serve our nation’s wounded heroes.

TEXAS WOUNDED WARRIOR FOUNDATION
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All Saints ' ALL SAINTS EPISCOPAL
STUDENTS ARE MAKING A

DIFFERENCE

At All Saints Episcopal School in Tyler, T , students are learning

to lead with er y and impact far

launching the "Makers on a Mission" initiative in 20186,

has empowered students to develop solutions that enhance the lives
¢ with disabilities—exe ing its mission to nurture not

just academic excellence, but compassion, creativity, and service.

The j |u11rnu, began during the 9th Annual Texas Wounded Warrior
nd, when wounded warrior and triple-amputee

yan Anderson visited campus. His candid account of

using prosthetic limbs in daily life onated with students.

into ongoing partnerships, including with
r. Students addressed

» or spinal injuries by restoring

jects have further extended to

TCCOVeEry.

Ower the course of the coming year, the program expanded to include
Autism Network. Under this

) ming visual stimulation
and sensory development. These devices foster visual engagement,

color recognition, and emotional regulation.

lﬁill SalnTs Episcopal SchU‘oI éurapproacéh transcends ' sl || <9 | W il <

traditionaleducation by nurturing the whole child= M Al | - sl
academically, spiritually, artistically, and athletically. We're TR “ PRI L
dedicated to cultivating well-rounded individuals who are
prepared not just for success, but to make a meaningful impact

in their communities and beyond.

Take 3 tour by Callmg our offlce a‘t (903) 579-6000 . - = . : rc_ﬂd}-' r=; 1.‘11-.1.1\'-:-. r;:;cﬂ-ning.ful cu';ntributio;i.s -in their cu'mn.m:nit
or find out more at allsaintStYIer.O = TexaNs NEVER LET THE SUN SET ON FREEDOM
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Dream Better Here’
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BY CHOICE HOTELS

Sleep Inn & Suites Tyler South

Book your room with us at
sleepinn.com/txc04
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US Coast Guard

Members of the Hall family have served in all branches
of the Military except the Space Force — and who knows
who may do so in the future? Monte and Paula’s daughter,
Sarah is currently serving in the US Coast Guard.

It has been roughly a year since HS3 Sarah Hall was
assigned to the Homeland Security CGC Stone which
home ports out of Charlotte SC. Since then she has
recently been on a few “shake downs™ in preparation for
the five-month deployment scheduled this August. She is
enjoying her duties being responsible for the health and
welfare of her shipmates.

Thank you, HS3 Sarabh, for your service.

“In the context of the United States Coast Guard (USCG), a "shakedown" refers to a formal testing phase conducted for a newly constructed
or significantly modified vessel, such as a ship or aircraft, prior to its official acceptance into operational service. This trial period is designed to
rigorously evaluate all onboard systems and equipment under simulated operational conditions, allowing for the identification and correction of
any deficiencies. Additionally, it serves to ensure that the crew becomes thoroughly acquainted with the vessel's systems and procedures, thereby

enhancing overall readiness and operational effectiveness.

TExANS NEVER LET THE SUN SET ON FREEDOM

.*

The Hall families’ patriotism has continued to support our military:
for the past fifteen years, Monte, Gerry and Pam Hall of Hall
Buick GMC of Tyler have hosted the Texas Wounded Warrior
Month in May - Hall Chevrolet Buick GMC of Canton joined
in 2019. For each vehicle sold, the Halls donated a portion of the
sale to the Texas Wounded Warrior Foundation. Over the years,
the Halls” have contributed over $150,000 to support our warriors.
This has also allowed the Texas Wounded Warrior Foundation to
purchase three 12-passenger vans — one for Tyler and two for the
San Antonio Area — which help wounded warriors travel back-
and-forth to medical appointments in the San Antonio and Austin
areas. In addition they have provided GMC vehicles to transport
our warriors and wives during the Tyler Pro-Am events. And they
offer a GMC truck for the first Hole-In-One shot during the Pro-
Am golf event.

Thank you to the entire Hall Family for their support.

TEXANS NEVER LET THE SUN SET ON FREEDOM




A Veteran's
Answer to
Community,

| Services, and
Community Assisting Military Personnel and Veterans Hope

Support our Texas Veterans

@ 903-566-1010 www.campvtyler.org @ 3212 W. Front St
info@campvtyler.org Tyler, Texas 75702

TExAS WOUNDED WARRIOR FOUNDATION

Helping generations
achieve their goals.

For over 130 years we have been committed to helping clients feel
more confident about their financial future.

As an Ameriprise financial advisor, | remain true to our vision of always
putting clients’ needs first. Discover how you can benefit from the
strength of a global leader and the heart of a one-to-one relationship.

Call us today to get started 903.592.5655
Neal Vasso, CFP¢, APMA™

Private Wealth Advisor

Vasso & Associates . . 3
A private wealth advisory practice of Amerlprlse ®
Ameriprise Financial Services, LLC Financial

320 S Broadway Ave, Tyler, TX 75702
neal.d.vasso@ampf.com
vassoandassociates.com

| Not FDIC OR NCUA Insured | No Financial Institution Guarantee | May Lose Value |

CA Insurance #0684538, AR license #1294673

Certified Financial Planner Board of Standards Inc. owns the certification marks CFP#®, CERTIFIED FINANCIAL PLANNER® and CFP (with plaque design) inthe US.
Ameriprise Financial cannot guarantee future financial results.

Securities offered by Ameriprise Financial Services, LLC. Member FINRA and SIPC.

© 2025 Ameriprise Financial, Inc. All rights reserved.



GENTLE CREEK COUNTRY CLUB

PROUDLY SUPPORTS THE TEXAS
WOUNDED WARRIORS FOUNDATION

Texas hospitality plays a huge role in the day-to-day activity at Gentle Creek Country Club
and the GC Team is committed to giving the membership and community the feeling of
home. This feeling of home is felt from the day a prospective tours the Club and meets our
strong service-oriented staff, who strives daily to continue to provide the feeling of home as
each member’s years of membership and memories are gained.

Limited memberships available. Contact Kristi Rustin at krustin@gentlecreek.com for more information.

3131 E Prosper Trail Prosper, TX 75078 | 972-346-2500 | www.gentlecreek.com

Learning the Game
& Building Bonds:

GOLE SCHOOLS OPEN
NEW PATHS FOR WARRIORS

Texas Wounded Warrior Foundation is honored to return to
holding golf schools this year. Led by our very own Board
Members and PGA Professionals Jack and Dick Goetz, and Joel
Williamson. We strive to introduce wounded warriors to the game
of golf, serving as a starting point for being out on the course. For
those that may not have clubs yet, we bring some out if needed.
Each warrior receives personalized instruction for their swing
and game improvement. We are proud to offer these golf schools
at no cost to our warriors thanks to continued support from our
community.

On May 19 - 20, 2025, Jack, Dick, and Joel along with TPC
Assistant Pro Tyler Seymore, kicked off the first golf school of the
year at TPC San Antonio. We were fortunate to have wonderful
weather over the course of this two day event. Fifteen wounded
warriors attended and enjoyed gaining skills in beginning golf.
‘The TPC staff was great and all
had fun together, Each warrior
expressed their gratitude for the
experience as these types of events
are beneficial to them giving positive
new opportunities to move forward
in their lives. TXWWF appreciates
Brian Onorato, PGA Head Golf
Professional, his teaching assistants,
and the staff at TPC San Antonio
for making this day enjoyable for
all. Thank you to Ace Gallop for his

donation to support this event.

On June 2-3, 2025, Jack, Dick, and

helping our group. They set up several stations on the putting
green that everyone was excited for accepting challenges as they
moved through each activity. We also had time for personalized
instruction on the driving range and chipping area. In addition
to seeing the joy on our warrior’s faces as they saw themselves
succeeding at implementing their newly learned techniques, it was
incredible to see the new friendships formed amongst them over
the two days. TXWWTF thanks Jacob and Durwyn, and the staff

at Stonebridge Ranch for a wonderful experience.

Thc golf SCh()(JlS are designcd to tCEICh bElSiC fundamcntals f()l’

the new golfers and a simple review for those already playing —

keeping in mind that golf should be fun.

Joelled the second golf school of the
year at The Clubs of Stonebridge
Ranch - Hills Course in McKinney,
Texas. The rain held out and we
were able to have two days of
beautiful weather. Twenty warriors
and their spouses/caregivers joined
us to help with improving their
golf game, including proper club
holding and alignment. We are
very thankful for the teaching
professionals at Stonebridge, Jacob

Herberger and Durwyn Lamb for

TEXANS NEVER LET THE SUN SET ON FREEDOM




A Special Thanks to Patriot Paws
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In June, Texas Wounded Warrior Foundation
(TXWWF) further developed its relationship
with Patriot Paws, a disability services and
support organization in Rockwall, Texas, whose
mission is to provide highly trained service dogs
at no cost to disabled veterans and others with
mobile disabilities in order to assist with restoring
their physical and emotional independence. What
sets Patriot Paws apart is their comprehensive
approach—they breed, raise, and train every dog
in-house, ensuring each one is fully prepared to

serve the veterans thcy’rt: matched with.

The journey fora dog to become a certified service
animal typically takes around two years. During
our early conversations with Patriot Paws, we
identified a gap in communication between the
organization and the veterans awaiting service
dogs. To hclp bridgc that gap, we proposcd—and
offered to sponsor—a weckend experience for
those veterans. This event would give them an
inside look at the training process and allow them
to participate in a mini “boot camp” focused on

lcarning how to interact with a service dog.

The inaugural weekend of this new opportunity
kicked off on a Saturday morning with a meet-
and-greet, followed by a guided tour of the facility.
Participants observed the trainers as they worked
with the dogs, then took part in a Q&A session to

learn more about the program and its opcrations.

After lunch, the veterans had the opportunity
to work hands-on with the dogs under the
supervision of the trainers, gaining first hand
experience of what the actual training program
entails. Throughout the day, there was ongoing
camaraderie and meaningful interaction among all
the attending veterans. That evening, we gathered
for dinner at Culpepper Cattle Company, where

the sense of connection continued.

On Sunday morning, representatives from both
the PTSD Foundation of America and the Texas
Wounded Warrior Foundation met to share
insights into their missions and the important
work each organization does. The presentations
sparked thoughtful questions and meaningful
conversations that continued well after the sessions
ended. Overall, it was an incredibly impactful
weekend—one that left a lasting impression on

everyone involved.

We extend our heartfelt thanks to the dedicated
team at Patriot Paws, including April Allison,
Director of Client Affairs, along with Chloe,
Emily, Guinn, Maverick, and Elvis, for their
incredible support and commitment. We also
want to recognize and thank Lisa, Nlanagcr at
SpringHill Suites, for her warm hospitality, and
Will, Manager at Culpepper Cattle Company,
for the outstanding food and service that helped

makc thC WCCkCHd trul}_r mcmorablc.

TEXAS WOUNDED WARRIOR FOUNDATION

ASCADES

COUNTRY CLUB

4511 Briarwood Road
Tyler, TX 75709
903-525-0000
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4511 Briarwood Rd. Tyler, TX 75709 - (903)525-0000 - CascadesCountryClub.com
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TEXAS FOOD, WINE, AND
SPIRITS DESTINATION

% Join the Wine Club for fun events & great wine

Q-DO-C' B(J()k 4 group mccting or retreat

%@ Stay on the vineyard and relax
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— 3-494-0336

TURN DNE w3 W=

POWERSPORTS

~

Parts, Service,

Sales e
14186 State Hwy 110 S |~ sl

Whitehouse, TX

Come visit our beautiful new showroom right outside of Tyler on Hwy 110
between Grande and Loop 49. We offer the best selection of high
performance street and offroad motorcycles and gear with expert repairs
by award winning technicians.

www.turnonepowersports.com
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for all the massages given to

the Warriors over the years!
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TEXAS BBQ

ONLY IN
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3000 TX-114 TROPHY CLUB, TX



Christian Quilt Guild - Tyler, Texas

THREADS OF

The Christian Quilt Guild in Tyler is made
up of a group of over fifty ladies who have an
avid desire to give gratitude to our Warriors
by sharing their talent of sewing. It has
become a tradition for them to give each
Warrior participating in the Tyler Warrior
Weekend for the first time, a special quilt
from their handiwork. The Warriors are a
group tht:y feel fortunate to prm'ide awarm
thank you to for having served to protect
our freedom.

Each quilt is constructed by several hands —
some sewing cut pieces into designs, others
using a longarm quilting machine to quilt 3
layers together (top, batting, and back), and
finally a lady finishes the edges by sewing on

the binding.

TEXAS WOUNDED WARRIOR FOUNDATION

The ladies pray that each veteran is comforted by the results of  love to some very special warriors.

their efforts and that they realize how much their service is valued ; = : ;
2 g During the 2024 Tyler Event, quilts were presented to the Warriors
for their contribution to our freedom. The love that goes into - .
2 ; 2 ; 2 X b}f Kathr}:n Walton and Caroline Lanzillotta. The event produced
making these quilts seem to produce just a little bit of magic - both

. : : many smiles and expressions of happiness.
to the warrior, knowing someone thought especially of them, and Y P P

to the quilter whose reward is to be able to express their patriotic

TeExaNS NEVER LET THE SUN SET ON FREEDOM
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WE PROTECT OUR STREETS WHILE
YOU PROTECT OUR COUNTRY.

THE TYLER POLICE DEPARTMENT SALUTES
~ THE BRAVE MEN AND WOMEN
WHO ARE TEXAS WOUNDED WARRIORS

Abe, Liz
Action Gypsum Supply, L.P.
All Saints Episcopal School
American Online Giving Fdn
Austin Community Fdn
Basso, Louis J.
Benevity Community Fund
Bernice Schnerr Trust
Bible Church of the Lakes
Blackbaud Giving Fund
Bob L. Herd Fdn
Borsack, Dan & Melany
Bush, Bruce
Byars Foundation
Charities Aid Fdn of America
Chippas, Christine
Contractors Safety - Coastal Bend
Conway, Kaye
Dahlberg, Peter
Dallas Claims Assoc., Inc.
Dallas, Dave & Shelly
Day Family
Dew Boys — Eagles Bluft CC
DuLaney, Jim & Sylvia
Dumler, Patricia
Ericsson
Estate of G(-_'orgc L Tayl()r
ETEX Cares
Fenster, Larry & Bonnie
Ft:nton, Lance
Fidelity Charitable Fdn
Garza, Gen. Dave & Carrie
Give Lively Fdn

&, many other patriotic donors & volunteers

TEXANS NEVER LET THE SUN SET ON FREEDOM

Goetz, Bob & Jo Ann Family
Grand Chapter of Texas Order of the
Eastern Star
Greater Houston Community Fdn
Hall Gerry-Pam & Monte
Harding, Kristi
Hendrix Family Charities
Hicks, Phil
Hollytree Sr. Men’s Golf Assoc.
Hootin, Pamela
Thle, Gen. Jack & Donna
Insurance Industry Charitable
Jaksa, Al
Keife, Judith
Kraus, Abraham
L3 Harris Tech
Landers, Gen. Paul & JoAnn
Landry Giving
Lanzillotta, Lou
Licl. Larem
Lockheed Martin
Maher, Robert
Mayers, Buck & Tina
McCoy, Kathryn
McFarland, Robert & Barbara
McGrievy Family
MeNally, Michael & Fritter
Miller, John & Carol
Miller, Mr. and Mrs. Buddy
Miller, Todd Randal
Mitchell, Scott
Oakes, Richard
Patriot Guard Riders

/

'

Recognizing some of the major contributors
who make our mission possible

Peets, Terry & Diane
Phillips, Lori
Pike, Scot - Sandy & Family
PING GOLF
Pleasant Retreat Auto Show
Pope, David & Nelda
Rainwater Charitable Fdn
Raytheon Technologies
Richards, Maryann
Rick Hughes Ministries
Riggle Seal Shop
Roush, Sheila
Schwab Charitable Fund
Siegmund, Carl & Charlotte
Solheim, John
STIFEL
Texas Rain Pros Gutter System
Thomas, Donna
Todd, Ray
Twomey, Barry & Melinda
Tyler Police Department
Vasso Semper Paratus
VFW McQueeney Post 9213
‘Watson, Gary
Williams Companies
Williams, Jason & Bonnie
Wilson, Alma
Yosemite Roofing LLC




- Wounded Warrior®
"~ FEOUNDATION . :

-‘ HalllBuick GMC is;proud'to support
the Texas Wounded Warrior Foundation
- 903/266.7800 | HallHasltAllcom




